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SURAH AR-RAD ( 
13:11 ) 

“Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change what is themselves” – 13-11
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Purpose of Education by imam Gazzali 

Should lead to Should not lead only to 

Consciousness Freedom 

Transformations Only Information

Knowing of Responsibilities Knowing of Rights 

Service Orientation Profit or Business Orientation 



Understanding Leadership   
FIRST

Experience examples of Leadership training   

SECOND

Concept of the workshop   

THIRD 

How to develop our Leadership Qualities  





So What is Leadership?



THE SOURCES OF ISLAMIC 
LEADERSHIP PRINCIPLES:

Islamic Leadership Principles are primarily 

derived from the following key sources:

· The Holy Quran.

· The Holy Prophet.

· The Wise Caliphs.

· Pious Followers 



1. Faith and belief.

2. Knowledge and Wisdom.

3. Courage and determination.

4. Mutual consultation and Unity.

(Fraternity and brotherhood.)

5. Morality and Piety. (Honesty

and trust.)

6. Superior communication.

7. Justice and compassion.

8. Patience and Endurance.

9. Commitment and Sacrifice.

10. Lifelong Endeavour.

11. Gratitude and Prayers.



Faith and belief

1

“God is the protector of those who have faith: From depths of darkness

He leads them forth into light” 2:257

Faith lays the foundation of greatness

and success and nothing happens unless

one believes in its happening. One of the

greatest qualities commonly shared by

all great leaders who ever lived was their

strong faith and belief in higher entity,

themselves or their ideas. Faith and

belief are thus the key qualities which

determine the quality of one’s

leadership. No other religion has placed

so much emphasis on faith than Islam.

الإميان واليقني 
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Knowledge & Wisdom.

Knowledge is one of the major reasons which determine the rise and fall of civilizations

and their leaders. A close look and analysis of the world’s great civilizations and their

rise and fall will disclose that perhaps the single most important factor which caused

them to rise to greatness or bring about their disgrace was the presence or lack of

knowledge.

For more than 1,000 years the Islamic

Civilization remained the most

advanced and progressive in the

world. This is because Islam stressed

the importance of and held great

respect for learning and extensively

promoted the learning culture.

Muslims recognized excellence and

hungered intellectually because the

teachings of the Qur'an and Sunnah

drove many Muslims to their

accomplishment in all disciplines of

knowledge.



During those glorious days in Spain , Christians and Jews spoke Arabic and were

connoisseurs of Arabic literature and poetry. Seeing the progress and glory of Muslims in

Spain and elsewhere the European Christians specially the French made great efforts to

acquire access to the reservoir of knowledge in the great libraries of Al-Andalusia,

particularly in Cordoba and Toledo . Extensive efforts were made to translate many of the

Arabic texts including Quran to Latin. This ultimately played a catalytic role in the

progress of the Western civilization. Ironically the demise of the Great Islamic Civilization

on the other hand is attributed to some dangerous movements among Muslims which

discouraged people from acquiring knowledge. The ascendancy of movements which

postulated that non-religious knowledge should not be acquired by Muslims proved to be a

negative point in Islamic history. For Muslims it was the start of the decline of the days of

its glory as they lost Spain to Christians after ruling it for 800 years being given the choice

of either converting to Christianity or expulsion to North Africa or death. The decline of

Muslim glory coincided with the renaissance of Europe as Europeans fully deployed the

knowledge gained from Arabic texts. This itself emphasizes how great civilizations and their

leaders can perish if they do not keep continually acquire knowledge and learning.







Plan to Create Islam as extremism



At the peak of its glory which is usually called the golden age of Islam, acquisition of

knowledge both religious and scientific was also at its peak. In Baghdad , Cordoba , great

libraries were set up where scientific, medical and mathematics books were kept along with

religious ones. This was the time when the Islamic Civilization was blooming and leading in

the acquisition and dispersal of knowledge while other cultures especially the European

Christians were wallowing in superstition and ignorance of the medieval age.



3

Courage & determination.

Courage and determination are qualities which every leader must embrace,

acquire, and possess. History is full of stories where ordinary people emerged as

great leaders because they showed courage and determination. Courage and

determination emanate from strong faith and belief and the complete satisfaction

of one’s righteousness.
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Mutual consultation & Unity  
Mutual consultation (Shura) is

a Quranic command as the

above verse emphasizes and is

listed with other key virtues

such as worshipping God,

performing prayers, and

spending for the sake of God.

There is a wisdom in mutual

consultation as decisions taken

with mutual consultation are

supported by everyone and all

concerns of the parties involved

are addressed. The Holy

Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W)

himself practiced this value

and in almost all important

matters consulted with his

colleagues and companions.
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Morality and Piety
In numerous verses of the Holy Quran

including the above, morality and piety

are greatly emphasized not only upon as

virtues of leaders but all believers. A

leader communities he leads and as

such his morality and piousness must

serve as an example. It is also so since

the leaders are entrusted with the

affairs of the community and if they are

immoral they will not serve the cause of

their people.

Abu Bakr Siddiq's attitude was totally different. He said:

"I have been appointed as ruler over you although I am not the best among you. I

have never sought this position nor has there ever been a desire in my heart to

have this in preference to anyone else... If I do right, you must help and obey me; if

I go astray, set me aright... Obey me so long as I obey Allah and His Messenger. If I

disobey them, then you have no obligation to follow me"
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Superior communication.

• COMMUNICATION IS THE KEY!

Quran 16:44

The quality of our lives depends on the quality of our communication skills.



Justice and Compassion are yet other qualities which form the core of Islamic

Leadership. Justice without compassion leads to tyranny, while compassion

without justice creates anarchy. A leader needs to maintain a careful balance

keeping the overall good of society in mind (Al-Qur'an 5:08; 4:135; 7:29).Prophet

Muhammad as well as his wise Caliphs and companions attached great

importance to justice and compassion.

7

Justice & compassion



Patience & Endurance
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This shows how important patience

and endurance is for a leader and a

believer in general. This include the

capacity to endure; the stamina to

persevere in the face of inevitable

resistance, difficulty, and opposition

in the struggle to bring about

improvement of social condition. All

great leaders face tremendous

challenges and enormous difficulties

but with patience and endurance

they persevere and achieve the noble

goals and missions of their lives.
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Commitment and Sacrifice

A Muslim leader must be seen to be

making sacrifices, only then the

followers will commit to the cause and

make bigger sacrifices. An Islamic

leader needs to be committed to the

upliftment of his people and must make

personal sacrifices so the downtrodden

would have more benefits and facilities.

The greater the aim, the higher is the

price one has to pay to realize it.

Sacrifices consist of both material as

well as physical sacrifices. All great

leaders practice both and despite all

dangers both loss of materials as well as

life they endure and achieved their

goals.



Lifelong Endeavor
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A true leader thus does not sit

idle on laurels but continuously

strives towards better conditions

and nobler goals.

Islam does not allow inaction,
passivity, stagnation in any sphere
of human life. It declares that
every individual has to strive for
better results in his life.



Gratitude and Prayers

11

Gratitude is a morally beneficial emotional

state that encourages reciprocal kindness

and receipt of further gifts from God.

Related to gratitude is the importance of

prayers and supplications. It is reported that

the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings

be upon him) said, "Supplication is the

weapon of the believer, the pillar of the

religion, and the light of the heaven and

earth" (Al-Hakim). Prayers and

supplications bring us nearer to God and

protect us from calamities and destruction.

All great Muslim leaders showed exemplary

gratitude and offered keen prayers and were

thus successful in their endeavors and

struggles.





Research on LEADERSHIP







Leadership is about Character







Leaders create Leaders

Not Followers





Focus on others Dreams



Get to know People



33:21



“Leadership
action,

is

not position”



by

Moulana M. Khaleel Ahamed 


